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Artist Brief for Touch Commission 

A Wellcome Collection and Revoluton Arts Co-Commission 

 

Wellcome Collection and Revoluton Arts are seeking to co-commission an artist or artists, to 

produce and present a new artwork or body of work made in collaboration with communities in 

Bury Park, Luton on the theme of Touch.  

 

The development and presentation of the Touch Commission will run alongside a social 

science research study and programme series co-commissioned by Wellcome Collection and 

BBC Radio 4 to run from autumn 2019 to autumn 2020.  This will be the third in a series of 

surveys carried out in partnership between Wellcome Collection and BBC Radio 4, the first two 

being on the topics of Rest and Loneliness respectively.  

 

The aim of this commission is to  

• Create and present original work(s) in any artform inspired by the theme of ‘Touch’ 

• Co-create and work collaboratively with the diversity of communities in Bury Park 

• Work closely with the research team and draw on the process and/or findings of the 

research and material held by Wellcome Collection, to challenge how audiences think 

and feel about Touch 

• To offer an artistic perspective to the research project that draws on the artist’s practice 

and research 

• To create a final culmination event/exhibition/showcase 

 

This brief is deliberately very open, as we are interested in starting a conversation with an 

artist or collective to explore the possibilities presented by the partnership, the theme and in 

particular, the communities of Bury Park as participants and co-creators of this work.  

 

We are therefore particularly interested in hearing from artist(s) who have a track record of 

meaningful collaboration with a diversity of communities to realise high quality outcomes. 
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Bury Park: Overview 

Bury Park Road in Luton is in the Eastern region of England. The postcode is within the Biscot 

ward/electoral division, which is in the constituency of Luton South. The wider Bury Park area 

is the home of Luton Town Football Club and includes Luton Central Mosque, Church of God 

in Christ Headquarters and Bury Park Community Centre.  The ‘high street’ constitutes a small 

length of Dunstable Road and is comprised of businesses such as cafes, restaurants (of 

various cultures including South Asian, Chinese, Sri Lankan and Afghan), wedding hall, 

jewellers, boutiques, loose fabric shops, beauty salons, fruit & veg stalls, perfume stalls, 

bookshops, shoe shops, and many others. 

Over recent years, Bury Park has come to represent the ‘challenges’ of a multicultural society 

largely through the perpetuation of certain stereotypes and sensationalist media headlines that 

combined has fed into the tropes and negative narratives around the discourse of 

multiculturalism and immigration.  

However, the story that is little heard is about how Bury Park is a welcoming, thriving and 

dynamic area with a creative voice that is vibrant.  As you walk into any of the venues, shops, 

cafes or fashion boutiques there is a rich cultural heritage on display – intricate embroidered 

designs on clothes, the aromas of herbs and spices, jewellery, through to the beautiful 

calligraphy patterns on the walls.  This is the home of talented individuals, enterprise and 

creativity.  

We are interested and excited by the possibilities offered in this rich local context combined 

with creative responses to the commissioning theme – Touch.  
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Role of the Artist   

 The selected artist will be required to:  

 

• Oversee the creation and delivery of all parts of the commission  

• Collaborate as part of the Wellcome Collection/BBC commissioned research group 

exploring Touch, contributing artistic practice and personal reflection to the research 

methodology  

• To draw on the process and/or results of the research project to create public facing 

work that challenges how audiences think and feel about Touch  

• Collaborate with all the partners to compliment timelines and respond to the findings of 

the research team 

• To contribute to the launch, results announcement and broadcast programming 

commissioned around the research  

• Provide a draft programme by the end of the initial 6-week R&D phase 

• Work closely with Revoluton to maintain and report back on budgets and all spend 

associated with the project  

• Work closely with Revoluton to create risks assessments and ensure compliance with 

all relevant policies and procedures associated with the work 

• Collaborate with commissioning partners to promote the work  

• Be available for any press activity 

• Support the project through providing social media content 

• Promote and advocate the work through personal and professional networks 

• Provide regular updates to Revoluton and Wellcome Collection (online and face to face) 

and attend 3 full commissioning panel meetings 

• Provide on-going documentary feedback and photographs through the project 

• Contribute to the evaluation of the project 

 

 Insurance: The artist should have public liability insurance to the value of £5 million 
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Budget:  

The budget for this project is £44,500 to include artist fees, materials, equipment, production 

and technical and the final exhibition/showcase costs. A further £2000 is available for travel 

and accommodation if required. 

Budgets should be inclusive of VAT and include a contingency. 

 

 

Space 

Revoluton is based in Marsh Farm, Leagrave (nearest train station Leagrave) and is a short 

car/bus ride to Bury Park with on-site facilities for hot desking, meeting and an ideas room.  

Parking is available.  

Few making spaces are available in Bury Park, and therefore we are interested in artist(s) who 

are flexible in approach and who are excited by the potential of animating a range of traditional 

and non-traditional spaces.  A short survey outlining potential making and presenting spaces in 

Bury Park is available on request. 

 

Timescale:  

The commission runs from September 2019 – September 2020. See full timetable below. 
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About the Commissioning Partners  

 

Revoluton Arts 

Revoluton Arts is one of 21 Creative People and Places (CPP) programmes funded through 

Arts Council England to enable more people to engage with and be inspired by the arts.  As an 

action research programme, the CPP programmes are aimed to encourage new approaches 

to working with communities that are responsive and resonant to the individuality of place.  

The programme places value in engaging local people in all elements of the work from 

participant, decision-maker, creative, audience or volunteer. 

Now entering its Phase 2 of delivery, Revoluton’s focus is to connect Luton’s communities 

through the diversity of its stories and shared experiences, working towards everyday 

creativity, empathy and exchange. ‘Stories of Luton’ are at the heart of Luton CPP’s narrative, 

working on the ethos that everyone has a story to tell.  Some stories may be well-known, even 

commonplace for family and friends, yet hidden between neighbours, colleagues only a few 

doors away.  Revoluton Arts role and challenge will be to help discover, manifest and share 

these stories and from the full diversity of Luton’s communities.  This commission forms part of 

Revoluton’s Residency Programme, bringing outstanding creative work into the heart of local 

communities and responding to the unique story and voice of the communities we work within.   

 

Revoluton Arts is governed by a consortium of local partners, of which Luton Culture is lead; 

with an independent team who manage all project delivery. 
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Wellcome Collection 

Based in London, Wellcome Collection is a free museum and library that aims to challenge 

how we all think and feel about health. 

Through our exhibitions, collections, live programming, commissions of new art and publishing, 

we create opportunities for people to think deeply about the connections between science, 

medicine, life and art. 

The arts commission with Revoluton forms part of Wellcome Collection’s National Arts 

Partnership programme that seeks to co-commission work presented by partners across the 

UK. It is not a commission to create and present work within Wellcome Collection. 

 

Wellcome Collection is part of Wellcome, a global charitable foundation, which aims to improve 

health for everyone by helping great ideas to thrive. 

 

About Luton Culture 

 

Luton Culture is an arts and cultural charity for the people of Luton and beyond. We provide 

exceptional and meaningful engagement with museums, arts centres and libraries for 

thousands of regular users from Luton and further afield throughout the year.  We encourage 

individuals and groups to enjoy and learn about arts and culture, engage with heritage and use 

their talents and interests to make a difference.  We provide opportunities for people of all 

ages to take part in reading, writing, performing, making, creating, experimenting, discussing, 

collaborating and presenting culture.  We actively support and showcase artistic talent, 

creativity and skill.   Luton is a post industrial town, known for its history in manufacturing 

through Vauxhall Motors, Electrolux, SKF and hat factories such as Olneys, Gurney’s, 

Connors.  Hat making began in Luton during the 16th century and this industry dominated the 

local economy. Luton-made straw and felt hats have been, and still are marketed across the 

world.  Once boasting over a hundred hat factories across the town, Luton now has four.  

Economically Luton now benefits from the development of London Luton Airport, a new 
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enterprise zone, and excellent transport links and infrastructure which places Luton in an 

enviable position with easy access to national and international travel, trade and recreation.  

Luton has a population of just over 200,000 (51% are white, 30% Asian, 10% Black and 9% 

other). The 2011 census identified Luton to be a ‘plural’ town, where no one ethnic group is in 

the majority. Luton has a higher than national average population of young people and a lower 

than national average number of people over the age of 44.  Further information about the 

Trust’s work is available on www.lutonculture.com.  

 

 

Touch Project Commissioning Panel:  

The artist(s) will report to the Touch Commissioning Panel, made up of representatives from 

community members from Bury Park, Wellcome Collection, Research Team and Revoluton. 

The panel will meet 3 times during the course of the programme, provide guidance to the artist 

and pull all elements of the commission, research and public facing activity together. 

 

The artist(s) will report on a more regular basis to Jenny Williams, Revoluton and David Cahill 

Roots, Wellcome Collection through regular online meetings. 

 

The artist(s) on this programme will be supported by Revoluton Arts team and work closely 

with Revoluton’s Community Activist who will support the selected artist/s with the engagement 

of communities and partners to participate in the project. 

 

Dr Ruth Melville, Revoluton’s Critical Friend will support commissioned artist(s) in the process 

of working alongside research partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lutonculture.com/
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Timescales 

Friday 2nd August – 

Friday 30th August 2019 

Circulation of Brief 

Further questions to jenny@revolutonarts.com 

Week beginning 2nd 

September 2019 

Shortlisting by Commissioning Panel comprised of: 

Wellcome Collection, Revoluton Arts, Community Partner, 

Research Team representative 

Interviews in Luton Week beginning 16th September 2019 

Commission start date From Monday 30th September 2019 or as soon as possible 

around this date 

Commission begins with a 6-week process of engagement, 

dialogue and feedback for artist(s) to develop project plan 

and respond to community to include: 

• “Story of Change’ inception workshop with full

commissioning team

• Long-table style conversation event in Bury Park

• Creative Café networking event

End-October/Early Nov Sign off by Commissioning Panel of artist commission 

project plan 

Regular update meetings Expected to be weekly updates with Revoluton team (with 
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to be agreed a base at Marsh Farm offices/updates with team meetings); 

plus online catch up meetings with full commissioning body 

November 2019 Launch of Research programme 

Nov 2019 / Jan 2020 Research project launches (survey available for public) 

July – September 2020 Exhibition / Presentation of Commission 

July – Autumn 2020 Results made public / BBC & Wellcome Collection 

programming 

End September Commission Completion Date 

The artist(s) should demonstrate their ability to fulfill this timeframe. The final timeline will be 

agreed with the commissioned artist(s) at contract stage. 
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How to Apply 

Please submit tenders to info@revolutonarts.com by 11.59pm on Sun 1st September 
2019. Shortlist for interview will be assessed against the following information. 

Assessment area The information you should include in your tender 

EXPERIENCE, 

SKILLS & ABILITY 

To apply for this commission, please tell us: 

• About your practice and the artform you propose to work in for

this commission

• An initial outline of the programme and your approach to this

work.  We are keen to hear your ideas for starting points, areas

of particular curiosity and inspiration. However, we recognise

that the process ultimately will define the outcomes of the work

as it develops, so these are not expected to be set in stone from

the outset.

• Your envisaged outcomes and how you see the work

manifesting in Bury Park

• A short outline of why this project interests you, your area of

focus and the process you would undertake towards the

realisation of the final work.

• An outline of your previous work and examples of no more than

3 projects that you feel demonstrate why your practice is

relevant for this opportunity (including images or links to video),

particularly work that includes participation and community voice

• A suggested budget for your proposal, broken down into fees,

materials, production, including artist(s) daily rate. Please

mailto:angela@revolutonarts.com


                                                                                                                                  

    

 

 

 11 - 

National Arts Partnerships 

 
 
 

include a contingency in your budget. 

• A demonstrable commitment to working with a diversity of 

communities, particularly relevant to this locality 

• A detailed CV 

• 2 references  

  

 Please combine all of this together as a single PDF document. 

Incomplete submissions will be excluded.  

 

All applicants must be: 

• DBS checked/willing to have DBS checks  

• Able to provide a copy of their GDPR policy  

• Eligible to work in the UK 

 

 

Please email applications to info@revolutonarts.com by 11.59pm 

on Sunday 1st September 2019. 

Availability –please indicate availability to meet timescale, outlining 

the start and finish date 

Please indicate your earliest start date 

Queries  

Applicants can make enquiries regarding the commission to 

jenny@revolutonarts.com   

Further Information available on request 

- Overview document: About Bury Park 

- Short survey of Bury Park spaces 

- Summary of the focus for the commissioned ‘Touch’ survey  

mailto:info@revolutonarts.com
mailto:info@revolutonarts.com

